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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTIUCS BOLRRD
ocn the
Investigation of an Accident Involvang Aircrzft
During a Locel Practice Flight

An zccident which occurred about 8 miles northwest of Lockporst,
New York at approximatsly 3:12 p.m. on June 30, 1943, resulted ain fatal
injuries to Pilot Neiland Burdell #1lle zna serious 1njuries to Geordcn
Lllsworth Campbell. Wille held a praivate pileot certificate with a
single-engine lam, 0-80 h.p rating and had flown epproximztely 125
hours, 2ll in the type of aircreit involved Campbell held a student
pilot certificate and had logged 53 solo hours. The aircraft, a
Piper J3F-60, NC 28167, owned by Lockport Flyers, was extensively
damaged.

Both pilots were members of tha locgl Cival air Patreol and the
purpose of the flight, a Cival Arr Patrol mission, was to drop lime-
filled peper sacks at a target. Pilot Jallc, flyzng from the front
seat, and Carphell, whe was to drop the lxme-filled paper bags freom
the rear cockpit, took off from Graf Airport at 2 45 p.m, for their
target which was locatea 1n a plowed field cwout 4 miles northwest
of the airport. One observer, stancing «bout 50 fect rest of the tar-
get to score the hils, stated thot two runs from west to east were
made at an altltude of from 400 to 600 fzet and tve tags were dropped,
missing the target by a wide mergin Following this, a run vwas made
from east to west but nc bags were dropped. The aircreft then des-
cended to tree top height, znd the pilot made a run towzrd the rest,
passing over the target below the level of a 3C-foot high power lane
running acreoss the flight path dirvetly aheasd Tne right wing ang 1ts
diagonal 1ift strut struck the two lower wires, scvering one and
gbretching the other. The planc then somerszulted and struck the
ground 1n an 1nverted position, some 195 feet beyond the power line,

Exemaination of the wreckege revealed no ¢vidence of faillure of
any part of the zircrzft pricr to collisron sith the wires. Dual con-
trols were 1nstclled oné operative

The locel Civil Air Petrol commander, wno also opercted the Graf
Airvort, stcted that he nag avtaoraiged tne target practice from various
altitudes but never lowver then 400 feet. The position of the afterncon
sun at the time was high enough that 1t should not heve impaired the
pilot's vision. However, from the appre:sching zirplarse Lhe background
of trecs approxamactcely 400 foot bovond mey have mode the wires difficult
to see.

Intirest in the terget wndoubtedly diverzed the pilot's attzntlen
from nis flying anc accourtced for his foailure te ovoid obstructions in
nis flignt pzath vhile, performang suen a.ncuvers ot o dangerously low
cltitude.
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